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Professionalism in Public Speaking 
Ron Shorter Memorial Award Final 

 

 
 

CBP Lawyers and Unisearch are proud to sponsor the Victorian Ron Shorter Memorial Award for Professionalism in 

Public Speaking. The award was conceptualised by Mr Shorter prior to his untimely passing in 2012. It has been 

successfully running for 4 years in New South Wales. Victorian Young Professionals have upped the ante with 

record applications received by AILA Victoria for the state’s inaugural event. 
 

Competition applicants were initially required to explain how they would benefit from public speaking, and, the insurance-related 
topic they would speak on if they were selected to participate. 

 

AILA Victoria selected 22 participants, comprising a diverse mix of insurance industry disciplines, for the second stage of the 
competition that was held at CBP Lawyers’ offices on 3 June 2015. 

 

Ms Jennifer Beard and Ms Jo Knorr of Polaris Coaching delivered intense training on key elements and the nuances of 

public speaking. Using their newfound skills the participants then spoke for two minutes on their insurance topics. 

They were judged by panel comprising Ms Beard, Ms Knorr, Mr David Randazzo of DLA Piper and Mr David Chew of 

HWL Ebsworths. 
 

The finalists who were selected and their topics are: 

▪ Danielle Blaschuk Catholic Church Insurances 

”Influence of customer service on the personal lines sector” 

▪ Laura Gaffey Gilchrist Connell 

 “Insurance  - let’s get visible” 

▪ Alexander Morell Colin Biggers & Paisley 

 “Conflicting duties: the tripartite relationship between insurer, insured and defence counsel” 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
Pictured from left to right: 

David Chew, Alexander Morell, Laura Gaffey, David Randazzo, Danielle Blaschuk  
and Marc Chiarella (from Colin Biggers & Paisley Lawyers) 
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The finalists will now receive additional coaching from Polaris to prepare them for the final where 

they will speak for 15 minutes in front of 100 attendees from the insurance industry and three judges including: 

▪ His Honour, Emilios Kyrou, Justice of the Supreme Court of Victoria 

▪ Donna Walker, Executive General Manager, Broker Business, CGU 

▪ Noel Condon, Chief Executive Officer, AIG 
 

The winner will receive the Ron Shorter Trophy, a Westfield Voucher worth $500 and the opportunity to speak 

publicly against Ms Divya Pahawa from Meridian Lawyers (the winner of the 2015 NSW competition) at the 2015 

AILA National Conference. The runners up will each receive a Westfield voucher worth $200.  

  

 

Event Details: 
 

Date: Thursday 30 July 2015 

 

Cost: Free of Charge 

 

Time: 4.45pm registration for 5.00pm start  

(presentations to conclude at 6.15pm followed by drinks and canapés until 8:00pm) 

 

Venue: Colin Biggers & Paisley, Level 23, 181 William Street, Melbourne VIC 

 

RSVP: By COB Tuesday 23 July 2015 (refer to the registration form) 

 

If you have any questions please don’t hesitate to contact Vickie Saccaro on 03 9899 5382 vic@aila.com.au 
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REGISTRATION FORM 
Professionalism in Public Speaking: Ron Shorter Memorial Award Final 

30th July 2015 

 

 

FIRM: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

ADDRESS: _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

SUBURB: ___________________________________________________  POSTCODE: _________________________________ 

 

EMAIL: __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Please return forms to: 
 

Email: vic@aila.com.au 
 

Post: AILA VIC, PO Box 93 BOX HILL VIC 3128 
 
Phone: 03 9899 5382 
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